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THE GUNNAS GAZETTE 
 

                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Elders’ Christmas Lunch 

 

 Those of you among our more senior residents should by now 
be receiving  your invitation to this year’s Christmas Lunch 

on Sunday 14th December at 12.30 for 1pm, 
hosted by the Village Hall Trustees. We would be grateful if 
you could call or email us (information below) with your 

response, no later than Saturday 29
th

 November, so 
that we can inform the caterers of final numbers. This is a 
joyous afternoon with a free, 3 course Christmas lunch served 
in the Village Hall by volunteers. The qualifying age is 66 
years in line with the UK retirement age. Please note that 
those previously invited will continue to be invited. If you fit 

the age criteria (maybe you are not on our age radar or perhaps you are new to the Parish) and would 
like to attend this year, then please contact us as soon as possible. Jane and Jonathan Roberts Phone: 
01588 660673: E mail: gunnasgazette@aol.com 
 

Village Hall Events - Dates for your Diary 
 

 

      14th November – Flicks in the Sticks -The Outrun  

6th December-      Wine and Wisdom Quiz 

12th December – Flicks in the Sticks – Anora 

14th December – Elders Lunch 

18th December – Arts Alive Gav Cross tells After Supper Ghost 

Stories 

24th December-  Christmas Eve drinks in the bar 

31st December – New Years Eve Party 

 

  

 

More information on www.clungunford.com 
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Regular events in the Village Hall 

 
• Public Bar is open every Friday night from 19.00-22.00 – (PLEASE NOTE IT WILL NOT BE 

OPEN 26TH DECEMBER OR 3RD JANUARY) 

• Foody Friday  available 3rd  Friday of every month* 

• Carvery 2nd   Sunday of every month*  

(*PLEASE CONTACT MATT FOR DETAILS AND BOOKING FOR FOODY FRIDAY AND CARVERY on 

07772 911042 AND SEE BELOW FOR NOVEMBER AND SPECIAL DECEMBER DATES) 

• St Cuthbert’s Café every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 10.00 – 12.00. 

• Bike Night on the first Monday of the month 18.00-20.00 

• Table Tennis Club every Tuesday 14.00. 

• Thrift Shop open every Thursday In the Bowls Green Pavilion 10.00-12.00 

• Post Office Van in the hall car park from 11.45-12.45 every Thursday 

 

*See www.clungunford.com for all details, menus and ordering contacts 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Farm Born and Bred – Continuing With 

The Threshing Machine 
 
The monstrous, noisy, rumbling, throbbing, humming, belt 
slapping, dusty machine. 
Once positioned alongside the bay of sheaves of corn, the 
Case tractor connected by a series of belts to run the 
machine, everything springs into action. 
There is a 3 step process of feeding in the sheaves, then 
threshing and separation. 
A man on the stack tosses the sheaves up to 2 men on top 
of the machine. One cuts the twine from around the sheaf, 
the other man opposite feeds the sheaf into the machine. 
A spinning drum with beaters hits the stalks to loosen the 
grain from the stalks and husks.  
The grain, along with the straw and chaff are then separated 
through a series of sieves and stream of air inside the 
machine. 
The clean grain comes out through chutes at the back of 
the machine. Here it's fed into sacks where one man works 
tying the necks  of the sacks and loading them onto a trailer. 
The chaff was blown out from the side of the machine 
where another man rakes it into a growing pile. This would 
be used to supplement feed for the cattle. 
The straw  comes out at the front of the machine where it 

falls into a separate machine which automatically ties it into 
bundles. These are stored in a bay to be used as animal feed 
or bedding. 
 
Working on the thresher was a  very dusty job. There was 
no concern for health and safety back then. No safety rails 
on the top of the machine to prevent anyone falling into 
the hole where the sheaves were put into the machine, or 
to prevent anyone falling off the platform around it. 
No masks to prevent inhalation of the dust 
No helmets to prevent injury if one ducked under those 
whirring belts driving everything. 
There was one safety method used, that involved tying 
some binder twine around one's trouser legs just below the 
knee to prevent mice running up the trouser leg! 
 
As the stack of corn sheaves reduced , rats and mice would 
be running out to safety. The hens would all be waiting 
around ready to catch any mice that appeared. If one was 
caught, a tug of war ensued. The victor of the fight would 
hold the mouse on high and dash for cover into the hedge 
to eat her trophy in peace. 
My grandfather instructed my brother and myself to 
dispatch as many rats and mice as we could: rodents were 
always a problem on farms. 
 

Please note: 

 

THE SUNDAY CARVERY IS AS USUAL ON 9 NOVEMBER BUT FOR DECEMBER IT IS A 

WEEK EARLIER ON 7 DECEMBER.  

 

Usual times are 12 - 4pm Clungunford Village Hall. Please book with Matt to avoid 

disappointment  on 07772 911042. Beautiful local meats and produce. The only 

carvery where a second helping is encouraged! 

http://www.clungunford.com/
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The threshing machine was eventually replaced by the 
combine harvester, to a child - not nearly as much fun! 
M.E.B. 
 
Sister B remembered a couple of amusing facts:- 
There are 45 miles of nerves in the human body, and some 
patients get on every single one of them! 
The human  brain operates on the same amount of power 
as a ten- watt light bulb. Nurses can testify that some people 
are dimmer than others! 
 
 

Flicks in the Sticks 
 
Friday 14th November 2025 at 8.00pm   
The Outrun (cert 15)  
Starring: Saoirse Ronan, Saskia Reeves 
Director: Nora Fingscheidt         Drama 
Based on a true story, Rona, after living life on the edge in 
London, attempts to come to terms with her troubled past. 
She returns to the wild beauty of Scotland's Orkney Islands 
where she grew up, hoping to heal. 
 
Friday 12th December 2025 at 8.00pm   
Anora (cert 18)  
Starring: Mikey Madison, Yura Borisov 
Director: Sean Baker      Romance/Comedy Drama 
Winner of five Oscars, including Best Picture, this film is a 
story about a young sex worker from Brooklyn who meets 
and impulsively marries the son of an oligarch. Once the 
news reaches Russia, her fairytale is threatened. 
 
Entrance £5.00 Adults £3.00 Children 
Licensed bar, ice creams, raffle (Donations 
welcomed), good car parking 
Tel: 01588 660159 (Keith) for bookings and enquiries. 
We now show all our films with subtitles. 
We advise booking, and request cash only at the Box 
Office. Card payments accepted at the bar.  

 

The Church Tower Appeal 
We don’t know when the cracking in the stonework started 
to appear in the Church Tower but we do know that it was 
identified as a concern back in the early 1960’s. The 
problem has been monitored over the years but has now 
reached a state when work must be done to address it. To 
that end we engaged a structural engineering company, 
c2designs, to advise on the cause of the cracking and 
recommend how we can make the tower safe for the long 
term future.  
In the history of the Church, the tower is a recent addition. 
In 1895 a number of major changes were made to St 
Cuthbert’s including the removal of the church pews, the 
construction of a porch, installation of our renowned 
Binn’s organ, and the building of a church tower. The tower 
replaced a bell turret which can be seen in the wonderful 
photograph taken in 1871. The bell turret housed three 
bells that date back to the end of the fourteenth century. 

The bells and turret were supported by a wooden structure 
at the west end of the nave.  
 

 
 
A recent photograph shows the tower which was designed 
to house eight bells though there have only ever been six 
bells hung there. Along with three original bells, the 
weathercock also made it across to the new tower! Note 
also the porch constructed in 1895. 
 

 
 
There are two main issues with the bell tower: wall cracks 
allowing water intrusion into the masonry core, and a failing 
roof due to deteriorating battens and tile fixings. Our 
structural engineer attributes the cracks to thermal 
movement and suggests repointing with lime mortar and 
reinforcing major cracks with stainless steel cross stitching. 
We've appointed an architect/project manager and, after 
inviting tenders from four builders, are now negotiating 
with an experienced church restoration contractor. 
The project will cost approximately £70,000. We appreciate 
the support of the ‘100 Club’, established by Maureen 
Rooney to fund Church repairs, but our current funds are 
insufficient. We are actively seeking grants for the balance, 
with the National Heritage Lottery Fund as our primary 
prospect. 
Throughout the coming months a variety of church events 
will be organised specifically to raise awareness and funds 
for the Church Tower Appeal. These events have been 
carefully planned to encourage community participation 
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and to generate much-needed financial support for the 
restoration work. 
Your involvement is crucial in ensuring the success of these 
fundraising efforts. We kindly ask all parishioners and 
friends of St Cuthbert’s to lend their support to these 
events. By coming together, we can secure the future of the 
church tower and preserve this important part of our 
heritage for generations to come. Eddie Gledhill  -  Church 
Warden 
 
 

Parish Church News 
 
For more information about services, events etc, 
please contact our Church Warden, Edward Gledhill 
(tel:  01588 660485, email: edward@aegledhill.co.uk). 
The planned Services for St Cuthbert’s Church, 
Clungunford in the Middle Marches Benefice for 
November and December are as follows: 
 

 

 

Sunday  
2 November 

4.00 pm All Souls’ lay led 

Sunday 
9 November 
 

10.45 am 
 
 

Remembrance Service 
lay led 
 
 

Sunday 
16 November 

10.00 am Family Service lay led 

Sunday  
23 November 

11.00 am Holy Communion led 
by Rev John Daniels 

Sunday 
30 November 
 

No service at 
St Cuthbert’s 

 

Sunday 
7 December 

No service at 
St Cuthbert’s 

 

Sunday 
14 December 

 

10.00 am Family Service lay led 

Wednesday 
17 December 

6.00 pm Carol Service 

Sunday 
21 December 

10.00 am Morning Prayer lay 
led 

Wednesday 
24 December 

6.00 pm Christmas Eve Crib 
Service 

Thursday  
25 December 

11.00 am Christmas Day 
Service lay led 

Sunday 
28 December  

11.00 am  Holy Communion  
 

 

 

St Cuthbert’s would like to extend our grateful thanks to 
everyone who has supported the life of the church in our 
village in any way at all this year. Everyone is most welcome 
at any of our services and events – this is your church, 
together we are the church. If there is something you would 
like to come to, your welcome is already in place! If you 
would like to talk to someone, please contact Eddie 
Gledhill on 01588 660485, or email: 
edward@aegledhill.co.uk 
  
 

We would all like to wish you a very 

happy Christmas, and health and 

peace in the coming year. 

  
 
Last month … 
 
For an update on the Tower project, please see Eddie’s 
separate article. 
 
Ride and Stride  
Many thanks to all who contributed to the Annual Ride and 
Stride event this year. The aim of the event is to raise money 
for the Shropshire Historic Churches Trust. The money 
that we raise is split 50/50 with our local church and the 
money that is raised by the Trust is then given in grants to 
maintain the wonderful range of historic places of worship 
in the county. 
The event was well attended by Riders (cyclists) and 
Striders (walkers) and thanks to Matthew and Mary for 
organising this. Also Jonathan Roberts and Mike Jones 
squeezed into Jonathan’s historic sports car and toured the 
area. 
As is traditional, the Church stays open and this year also 
enjoyed having craft stalls and refreshments in the church 
all day, giving a warm welcome to our own teams, and other 
riders and striders from near and far. It provided a lovely 
opportunity to welcome friends old and new to St 
Cuthbert’s and they look forward to seeing even more 
people next year 
Clungunford is known for raising more money than any 
other group at this event and once again we excelled 
ourselves in raising just under £2,000. Pretty impressive for 
such a small community. Simon Lyster 
. 
Harvest Supper 
Nearly seventy people enjoyed a fabulous Harvest Supper 
and quiz, including both new and potential residents of the 
village. The quiz was closely contested with the winning 
team inching ahead by just one point! A very good night, 
but we’re sorry that people were so busy enjoying 
themselves that taking photos was forgotten! Thank you to 
Max Maxwell for being a brilliant Quiz Master and to 
everyone who helped with providing hot and hearty food 
for so many; for creating the quiz; for clearing up in record 
time and for donating food stuff for the food bank at 
Craven Arms. 

mailto:edward@aegledhill.co.uk
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This month … 
  
Craft Fayre, St Cuthbert's Church, Clungunford, 
Saturday 1st November, 10 - 3pm In aid of the Tower 
Fund Raising Appeal 
Our first (pre-Christmas!) Craft Fayre, organised by glass 
artist, Dee Stewart, aka Acanthus Glass. There will be 
refreshments and lots of lovely things to look at and buy so 
do come along and support this event. 
 

 
 
 
  
All Souls Day: A Service of Remembering at St 
Cuthbert’s Church, Clungunford, Sunday 2nd 
November 4.00pm 
The 2nd November, All Souls Day, is when our departed 
loved ones are traditionally in our thoughts and prayers. All 
who wish to remember relatives or friends who have died, 
whether recently, or longer ago, are very welcome. During 
the service there will be an opportunity to light a candle and 
the names of those being remembered will be read out, and 
if you wish to attend the service and light a candle you will 
be very welcome.  There will be refreshments after the 
service. 
Please let us know if you would like your loved one to be 
named in the service by contacting Christine and Robert 
Flitney on 01588 661056. 
 
Strings, Still Life and Scenery at St Cuthbert's Church, 
Clungunford, Saturday November 8th, at 7pm. 

A concert of new chamber music about art and nature, 
written by Shropshire-bred composers Oran Johnson and 
Jonty Lefroy Watt, and performed by musicians from 
London  conservatoires. 
This is an exciting opportunity for us to enjoy new music 
from Oran and Jonty, who are both so pleased to be able 
to perform in our church. Although Oran is from Ludlow, 
and Jonty form Shrewsbury, they didn’t meet until they 
were both studying for a Masters in Composition at the 
Royal Academy of Music in London, from where they both 
graduated in 2023.  Oran went to the Royal Academy via 
schools in Wigmore and Hereford and then Kings College 
University in London.  Jonty via schools in Shrewsbury and 
then Oxford University. 
Come and hear their new, imaginative pieces responding to  
the natural world and to works of art.  Their works include 
violin duets, a piece for classical guitar and one for violin 
and classical guitar.  Their music will be paired with a mix 
of twentieth century pieces selected by Oran and Jonty.   
Tickets are £10 each. For tickets and information please 
contact Anna Dreda: annadreda@icloud.com or 07772 
288077 and on the door. Licensed bar. All profits to the St 
Cuthbert's Church Tower Appeal. 
 

 
 
 
Remembrance Sunday, November 9th, 10.45am 
We will gather together to remember and honour those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country in WWI 
and WWII, as well as the many wars there have been since 
then.  We will read out the names of local people who lost 
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their lives in wars ahead of a two-minute silence at 
11am.  We will hold them in our hearts and minds while 
praying for peace. 
 
Caring for God’s Acre Working Party, Wednesday 
November 12th 10 - 3pm 
We are very grateful for the work undertaken by the God’s 
Acre volunteers in helping us to care for our churchyard, if 
anyone would like to come along and help during these 
hours, they will be most welcome. 
  

Sacred Space Friday 14th November, 5.45 - 7pm and 
Friday 12th December 5.30 - 6.45pm (Please note the slightly 
earlier time for the December gathering) 
All are very welcome to join us for an hour of beautiful 
music and silence. Dress warmly! Feel free to bring a 
blanket. Contact Anna Dreda 07772 288077 
annadreda@icloud.com or just turn up. 
  
Advent Course: Five Tuesdays from November 18th - 
December 16th,  7.30 - 9.15pm, in Clungunford Village 
Hall 
Our offering this year is an ‘Advent Journey with the Magi’ 
based on a course designed by Churches Together. Each 
week will cover a different topic: Stars; Travels; Gifts; 
Meeting Herod and Meeting Jesus, and will include 
scripture, poetry and reflections. All are very welcome to 
join this informal group where we will journey towards 
Christmas in a spirit of exploration and discovery. Led by 
Christine Flitney, Chris Tinker and Anna Dreda with a 
variety of approaches and voices. If you have never 
attended an Advent Course before and feel a little bit 
curious, do come along! The hall is accessible and there is 
plenty of parking. Refreshments will be available. Please 
contact Christine Flitney for information (especially if this 
is new for you, we’d love to see you) on 07854 853117 or 
cflitney18@gmail.com  
  
Christmas Poetry Special, Saturday December 13th, 
3.30pm 
Do join us for this much-loved gathering to enjoy festive 
refreshments and the very best seasonal poetry. As usual, 
we will have several readers, and a gorgeous blend of old 
favourites and new. This year, by special invitation, folk 
singers Rosie Green and Martin Thomas will be sharing 
gentle poetry-inspired carols to enhance our enjoyment. 
This is a special event, absolutely guaranteed to put you in 
touch with the spirit of Christmas. Candles and Christmas 
lights will make it magical as darkness falls. 
£12 per person (poetry-loving children over 10 years old 
free,) Booking essential please to ensure Hilary makes 
enough Christmas cake! To buy tickets or ask questions, 
contact Anna Dreda on 07772 288077 or email 
annadreda@icloud.com  
 
Carol Service, Wednesday 17th December at 6pm 
Christmas wouldn’t be Christmas without Carols! Come 
and sing your favourite traditional carols with us and enjoy 
readings, sacred and secular. Members of the former 

Clungunford Choir will join with other singers to create a 
choir of carollers to join their voices with ours. Please come 
and join us and let’s celebrate the spirit of Christmas 
together! Festive refreshments will be served afterwards. 
 
Crib Service, Wednesday 24th December, 6pm 
A lovely family service for all ages on this very special night. 
We will have carols and short readings that tell the 
Christmas story as we gather around the crib scene, and 
there will be plenty of opportunities for our young ones to 
play an active role if they’d like to join in. This is the perfect 
precursor to going home and hanging up the stockings! 
Everyone will receive a very warm welcome at this special 
service to celebrate the joy and spirit of Christmas. 
 
Next year! … 
  
A week of accompanied prayer Sunday February 8th - 
Saturday February 14th. 
For the first time, St Cuthbert's will be hosting a week of 
accompanied prayer and we would love you to join us. It 
will be a bit like being on retreat without having to leave 
home! The most important thing to say is that this is just as 
much for those of us who are new to prayer, as it is for 
those with an already established prayer life. No 
commitment to any faith is required or expected. We will 
all be invited to meet together as ‘pilgrims’ with our ‘guides’ 
(who are approved by the Diocese of Hereford to work 
with us) at 6pm on Sunday February 8th for a light ‘bring 
and share’ supper.  We will talk about what to expect from 
the week in a friendly and informal session.  
Our commitment is to spend half an hour each day from 
Monday to Friday in personal prayer time (whatever this 
might mean for each of us) and half an hour each day 
meeting with our allocated guide in a one-to-one, private 
and confidential session. On the morning of Saturday 
February 14th, we will all meet together again, this time for 
a hosted breakfast, where we can share how the week has 
been, if we wish to. 
This is just the bare bones of a week of accompanied 
prayer, please feel free to get in touch if you have any 
curiosity about it at all and we will tell you more! 
Please contact Anna Dreda on 07772 288077 or 
annadreda@icloud.com  
  
World Day of Prayer  
St Cuthbert's Church is hosting the World Day of Prayer 
next year on Friday March 6th, do keep the date, and 
contact Anna if you would like to be involved on 07772 
288077 or email annadreda@icloud.com 
  
   
Regular events … 
 
Churchyard Working Group, November 3rd and 
December 1st 10 - 12pm 
We meet on the first Monday of each month from 10am - 
12 noon. There is always a range of jobs from gentle 
weeding, to the more vigorous strimming and hacking, and 

mailto:annadreda@icloud.com
mailto:cflitney18@gmail.com
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everything in between. We will find a job for you if you 
come! The treat is that there is usually a generous coffee 
break with real coffee and homemade cookies! There might 
even be mince pies on December 1st! The reward is that 
the churchyard is looking ever more lovely, with paths 
through the graves and a careful mix of wild and formal. 
Do join us. Contact Anne Gledhill on 07989 208863 if 
you'd like to know more, and let us know if you would like 
to join the What’s App group for reminders! 
  
Church Cleaning and Maintenance Group, November 
3rd and December 1st 10 - 12pm 
We are not all gardeners, so if you would like to be part of 
a regular monthly team (come when you can) to keep the 
church looking lovely and cared for without having to weed 
and strim, come along and help with cleaning and general 
maintenance. Bring your own rubber gloves, cloths and 
whatever you like to clean with and enjoy a spot 
of convivial housework (why has that just reminded me of 
Jimmy Young’s Housewives’ Choice, I wonder?!) Coffee etc as 
above, also contact details.  
  
The Quiet Church, every Thursday 4.45pm (but not 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day which fall on a Thursday this 
year!) 
We meet in St Cuthbert’s Church every Thursday, gathering 
from 4.45pm ready for a 5 o’clock start. We enjoy a short 
piece of music followed by a reading and then half an hour 
of silent meditation, which ends with a poem or another 
short reading. All are welcome, whether you are a person 
of faith or no faith, a seeker, or simply acknowledging the 
need for quiet reflection.  Contact Anna Dreda on 07772 
288077 or email annadreda@icloud.com or just turn up. 
  
St Cuthbert’s Café, Thursdays November 13th and 
27th, 10am - 12pm, and December 11th 
Come along to the village hall for home-made cakes, tea 
and coffee and plenty of friendly chat. A great way to 
socialise with village friends old and new while supporting 
the church. Contact Rob Rees on 07497 427376 or 01547 
540248. (Second and fourth Thursday of each month) 
  
  
  
In the Stillness by Katrina Shepherd 
  
In the stillness of a church 
Where candles glow,  
In the softness of a fall  
Of fresh white snow,  
In the brightness of the stars 
That shine this night, 
In the calmness of a pool  
Of healing light, 
In the clearness of a choir 
That softly sings, 
In the oneness of a hush  
Of angels' wings, 
In the mildness of a night 

By stable bare, 
In the quietness of a lull 
Near cradle fair. 
There's patience as we wait  
For a new morn. 
And the presence of a child  
Soon to be born. 
 
PS While Hilary and I were in the church on Saturday doing 
our flower rota duties, we were very surprised and pleased 
to listen to Angus practising on the organ! It sounded really 
beautiful! What a treat! 
 

 
 
 

100 Club winners 
September 
First Prize (£60) – Cyrus Cook 
Second Prize (£30) – John Morris 
Third Prize (£15) – Elizabeth Hughes  
 
October  
First Prize (£60) – Jim Bason 
Second Prize (£30) – Adam Gledhill 
Third Prize (£15) – Karen Baines 
 

The Slow Ladies 
Friday 28 November: a local walk  starting from Pam’s 
house in Ludlow. Meet in car park at 9.30am  or at Pam’s 
house at 10am. Do not bring lunch—just something for a 
coffee stop. 
December’s walk to be decided. 
New walkers are always welcome. Do not hesitate to 
contact me - Pauline Mattison (01588 660596) from whom 
meeting times and venues may be obtained 
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The Parish Council 
The main news of the moment is that our broadband 
campaign seems to have achieved its goal. Surveyors from 
Openreach have been spotted around the village and 
expressed sentiments that it might all happen by Christmas! 
Well, whether it happens by Christmas or not, remains to 
be seen, but engineers have been sighted in Aston on Clun 
stringing wires between poles.  
The other welcome news is that after much prompting road 
works should shortly be remedying the erosion problems 
on Shelderton Bank and the Twitchen Lane. 
The less welcome news is that our new local councillor, 
Sam Walmsley, reported at our last meeting that Shropshire 
Council was effectively bankrupt, largely due to the ever 
rising cost of adult social care. The fight is on to avoid the 
Council going into special measures – effectively 
administration by civil servants. Should this happen the 
only expenditure will be what is required by statute. The 
Council has subsequently applied for a £60M loan from the 
Government to tide it over, but whether this approach will 
be successful remains to be seen, and it is unclear (to me, 
at least!) how such a loan would be repaid. 
The draft minutes of the September meeting may be seen 
on the village website at  
https://clungunford.com/parish-council-papers/ 
Our next meeting is on 12 November 2025 at 7 pm in the 
Village Hall. 
Interested members of the public, as ever, are welcome to 
attend. Parish matters before (or after) the meeting may be 
raised  
via  clungunfordparishcouncil@gmail.com   
or directly with me. Jonathan Roberts, Chairman (01588 
660673: jonathan.roberts@morgoedestates.com).  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gunnas Gazette by email 
 
 
We are making genuine progress in reducing the 
number of printed copies of The Gazette delivered.  
 
However, there is still more that can be achieved, so 
if you can receive your Gazette by email, please sign 
up to do so by sending an email to 
gunnasgazette@aol.com. This saves trees, but in 
reducing postage costs it also serves toward the 
sustainability of The Gazette as a free newsletter. 
 
Just remember, you will be able to read the The 
Gazette in colour by signing up for the digital edition. 
 
 
 

Just to emphasise the point –  the 
picture on the next page is a lot 
better in colour! 

 
 

Content for The Gunnas Gazette 
 

It is a while since we last asked, but if any of you readers have anything that you think might be of interest to 
your co-villagers, please do not hesitate to send it in to The Gazette. 

 
Items of humour or nostalgia always go down well, so if you have something in mind, do please send it in.  

 
Material may be sent by email to guunasgazette@aol.com or delivered or posted to  

Clungunford House, Clungunford, Craven Arms SY7 0QL 

Stop Press: 
 

Extinct bird reappears in Clungunford …… see the next edition of The Gunnas Gazette 
 

https://clungunford.com/parish-council-papers/
mailto:clungunfordparishcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:jonathan.roberts@morgoedestates.com
mailto:gunnasgazette@aol.com
mailto:guunasgazette@aol.com


 

 
 

 
This painting is of a lock scene on the River Itchen in Hampshire. It is by an artist called Frederick 
Waters Watts, who was a friend and contemporary of John Consable.  
 

It was bought by the Rocke family at a Royal Academy Summer Exhibition in around 1830. It hung 
in Clungunford House from then till 1990 when it was sold to us as part of the house sale at a 
valuation placed on it by a local firm of auctioneers. A London fine art auctioneer valued it much 
more highly. As funds were tight at the time – it was a deep, deep recession – regrettably it had to 
go, and it was sold for £25,000 (or thereabouts) in London in Spring 1991. We kept in touch with 
the fine art dealers who bought it, and they restored it very expensively and eventually sold it to a 
collector from Maine in the United States. At the time US collectors were mad keen on 19th century 
British art, and we suspect the price was likely the dollar equivalent of £100,000. We kept a copy. 
 

The Maine collector – or whichever of his family then owned it – evidently died not too long ago 
and bequeathed the painting to a state museum. The only problem was the museum only liked to 
show paintings by Maine born artists, which F W Watts was not!  
 

The museum decided to send the picture back to London to sell at auction, and we were amazed to 
see it pop up in an auction list….at a price guide of a quarter of what we sold it for in 1991. 
Pleasingly, we bought the painting back home for a less than a tenth of the selling price all those 
years ago. It would be nice to think the painting will remain in Clungunford for another 160 years. 
J and J at Clungunford House 


